
PROGRAM EVIDENCE BASE  
 
 
 
 
MBF Prevention Education Programs, developed by the Monique Burr Foundation for Children (MBF), are 
evidence-based and evidence-informed, comprehensive prevention programs that educate and 
empower children and teens with universal strategies and Safety Rules to prevent, recognize, and respond 
appropriately to the four types of child abuse (physical, emotional, sexual, and neglect), exploitation, 
trafficking, bullying, cyberbullying, and digital dangers. 
 
MBF is committed to ongoing research to ensure the efficacy of all programs and strives to be transparent 
in our explanations of MBF program efficacy or evidence base. While many organizations and programs 
claim they are “evidence-based,” there is no single set of guidelines or criteria that must be met to make 
this claim. Many think of “evidence-based” as a program listed on a registry site. While there are registries 
that list programs according to their level of evidence, there are quality and effective programs not listed 
on any registry.  
 
It is important for stakeholders assessing violence prevention programs to understand the components and 
continuum of evidence. Program users are encouraged to research programs’ claims of evidence and 
assess their accuracy against the information provided here on Understanding Evidence.  
 
UNDERSTANDING EVIDENCE 
In assessing prevention programs, it is important to assess the strength of evidence as well as the 
effectiveness of a program to achieve its desired outcomes. It is equally important to know that a program 
will work and be successful in the particular context and setting in which it will be implemented. 
 
According to the Centers for Disease Control, “Evidence-based decision making is a process for making 
decisions about a program, practice, or policy that is grounded in the best available research evidence 
and informed by experiential evidence from the field and relevant contextual evidence.”1 
 
The Best Available Research Evidence enables researchers, practitioners, and policymakers to determine 
whether or not a prevention program, practice, or policy is actually achieving the outcomes it aims to and 
in the way it intends. The more rigorous the research, the more compelling the evidence. The extent to 
which a prevention strategy has been replicated in multiple, applied settings with diverse populations 
(external/ecological validity), and the availability and accessibility of implementation supports 
(implementation guidance) are also important aspects of best available research evidence. 
 
Literature suggests that two other forms of evidence are also very important when making decisions based 
on evidence:  
� Experiential Evidence is the collective experience and expertise of the multiple stakeholders who have 

practiced or lived in a particular setting and who have knowledge about the community in which a 
prevention strategy is to be implemented (e.g., knowledge about what has/has not worked previously 
in a specific setting with particular populations; insight into potential implementation challenges; 
insight regarding the needs and challenges of the community and those who live in it). It also includes 
the knowledge of subject matter experts.  

� Contextual Evidence refers to information that may impact the success of a prevention strategy (e.g., 
community history, organizational capacity, social norms, etc.). The role that contextual evidence 
plays in evidence-based decision-making is to provide information to help determine whether a 
prevention strategy is likely to be acceptable, feasible, and useful in a particular setting.  

 

For more information, see: https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/understanding_evidence-a.pdf. 
 

 
1 Centers for Disease Control - Understanding Evidence: Evidence Based Decision-Making Summary 

https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/pdf/understanding_evidence-a.pdf


BACKGROUND: MBF PREVENTION EDUCATION PROGRAMS  
Based on the public health and social-ecological frameworks for prevention, MBF Prevention Education 
Programs were developed based on the latest research and prevention best practices. These include 
developmental victimology and polyvictimization research, cognitive-behavioral theory, healthy sexual 
development, and trauma-informed practices, with a specific focus on the developmental stages and 
different learning styles of children. The lessons are presented in a fun and engaging way that increases 
knowledge, builds preventative as well as resistance skills, engages safe adults, and seeks to minimize risk 
factors while enhancing protective factors. Learning objectives and evaluation standards are included, as 
well as alignment with academic and health instruction standards. To learn more about MBF Programs, 
visit our website at www.mbfpreventioneducation.org.  
 
EVIDENCE: MBF CHILD SAFETY MATTERS® 
When assessed along the continuum of evidence presented by the CDC, MBF Child Safety Matters® is a 
well-supported, or evidence-based, curriculum for elementary school students in grades K-5. The program 
is presented in two comprehensive lessons ranging from 35-55 minutes (or in four shorter lessons) by trained 
facilitators in classrooms. Facilitators present turnkey scripts along with engaging, interactive PowerPoints 
with lecture, group discussion, skills-practice activities, videos, and games. 
 
Four independent research studies have examined the effectiveness of the program, one with long-term 
follow up, with positive results for both student knowledge gains and facilitator implementation fidelity. 
(See “Research Study Summaries” for more information.) 
 
In addition to research evidence, MBF programs also have experiential and contextual evidence support. 
The process of development, review, and refinement has included both education and prevention 
subject matter experts as well as piloting programs within the context and settings in which they will be 
implemented. This has allowed us to create programs that are not only effective, but acceptable, 
practical, and being used internationally by thousands of facilitators with millions of children and teens. 
 
ADDITIONAL MBF PROGRAMS 
MBF has additional comprehensive, evidence-informed programs, which were developed based on the 
same theoretical knowledge and research best-practices, suggesting the same quality and effectiveness. 
 

MBF Child Safety Matters® - Pre-K Edition is a curriculum for preschool students ages 4 and 5. The program 
consists of five lessons and teaches young children the concepts of personal space, boundaries, the 5 
Safety Rules and identifying and talking to Safe Adults. It can be presented without technology using 
Visual Cards with illustrations or with a PowerPoint. 
 
MBF Teen Safety Matters® - Middle School Edition is a curriculum for middle school students in grades 6-8. 
The program is presented in two 55-minute lessons (or four shorter lessons) by trained facilitators in 
classrooms. Facilitators present turnkey scripts along with engaging, interactive PowerPoints with lecture, 
group discussion, skills-practice activities, videos, and games. 
 
MBF Teen Safety Matters® - High School Edition is a curriculum for high school students in grades 9-12. The 
program is presented in two 55-minute lessons (or four shorter lessons) by trained facilitators in classrooms. 
Facilitators present turnkey scripts along with engaging, interactive PowerPoints with lecture, group 
discussion, skills-practice activities, videos, and games. 
 
MBF After-School Safety Matters® is a curriculum for after-school programs and youth-serving organizations. 
It is presented to youth in grade-level clusters (K-2, 3-5, and 6-8) with six topic-specific lessons by trained 
facilitators using a turnkey script. The lessons include lecture, group discussion, skills-practice activities, 
games, and crafts. 
 
MBF Athlete Safety Matters® is a curriculum designed to protect youth athletes, from beginning to elite 
level. Two lessons are presented to youth athletes in grade-level clusters (K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12) by trained 
facilitators in youth sports settings. Facilitators present turnkey scripts along with engaging, interactive 
PowerPoints with lecture, group discussion, skills-practice activities, videos, and games. 
 

http://www.mbfpreventioneducation.org/


RESEARCH STUDY SUMMARIES  
 
 
 
 
 
Below are summaries of research studies on MBF Prevention Education Programs to date. MBF is 
committed to ongoing research to ensure the efficacy of all programs. Summaries and full research 
reports are available at https://www.mbfpreventioneducation.org/why-use-our-programs/research/. 
 
 

 
 
 
Sample Size:  
1,176 Kindergarten through 5th grade students 
 
Summary/Findings: 
This study utilized a randomized control trial (RCT) design to examine the knowledge acquisition of children 
who were exposed to the Monique Burr Foundation's Child Safety Matters® curriculum, a program 
designed to educate Kindergarten to grade 5 children about physical abuse, sexual abuse, and bullying. 
Participants included 1176 students from 72 classrooms in 12 Florida schools across 8 counties. Schools 
were matched in pairs and randomly assigned to receive the program or be in a wait-list control. 
Knowledge was assessed with a questionnaire administered prior to the curriculum (T1) as well as 
approximately 8 weeks (T2) and approximately 7 months (T3) later. Children who received the curriculum 
increased their knowledge for the kind of information included in the program, and this knowledge 
increased significantly and was sustained over the 7 months compared to the control group of children 
who did not receive the program. 
 
Publication: 
Child Safety Matters: Randomized Control Trial of a School-Based, Child Victimization Prevention Curriculum. 
(2020). Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 37:1-2, 538-556. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1177%2F0886260520909185   
� Melissa A. Bright, PhD – Anita Zucker Center for Excellence in Early Childhood Studies, University of Florida 
� Mona Sayedul Huq, PhD – Anita Zucker Center for Excellence in Early Childhood Studies, University of Florida 
� M. David Miller, PhD – School of Human Development and Organizational Studies in Education, 

University of Florida 
� David Finkelhor, PhD – Crimes Against Children Research Center, Family Research Laboratory, and 

Department of Sociology, University of New Hampshire 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Sample Size:  
2,414 Kindergarten through 5th grade students 
 
Summary/Findings: 
This study evaluated the knowledge acquisition of children who were exposed to the MBF Child Safety 
Matters® curriculum. Participants included 6 Georgia schools across 3 counties, 136 classrooms, and 2,414 
students at pre-test. Classrooms within each grade at each school were randomly assigned to receive 
the program or be in a wait-list control, and to receive the curriculum after the evaluation. Knowledge 
was assessed with a questionnaire administered prior to the curriculum and then approximately a month 
later. Children who received the curriculum increased their knowledge for the kind of information 
included in the program relative to control children who did not receive the program. 
 

2020 - Randomized Control Trial: MBF Child Safety Matters® 
 

2021 - Randomized Control Trial: MBF Child Safety Matters® 
 

https://www.mbfpreventioneducation.org/why-use-our-programs/research/
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F0886260520909185


Publication: 
Evaluation of the Child Safety Matters Curriculum for Improving Knowledge about Victimization among 
Elementary School Children: A Randomized Trial (2021). Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 30:8, 977-993. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2021.1960458 
� Erin A. Weeks, MPA – School of Public Health, Georgia State University 
� Daniel Whitaker, PhD - School of Public Health, Georgia State University 
� Stacy Pendarvis (Vaughan), MSW, MA – Monique Burr Foundation for Children 
� David Finkelhor, PhD – Crimes Against Children Research Center, Family Research Laboratory, and 

Department of Sociology, University of New Hampshire 
� Carol Neal Rossi – Issues Consulting 
 
 
 
 
 
Sample Size:  
826 Kindergarten through 2nd grade students 
 
Summary/Findings: 
This study evaluated the ability of the MBF Child Safety Matters® curriculum to increase the knowledge of 
children in kindergarten to 2nd grade. Participants included 9 Florida schools across 7 counties, 54 
classrooms, and 826 students (at pre-test). Classrooms were randomly assigned to receive the program 
using the 2-lesson format or 4-lesson format or assigned to the wait-list control group. Knowledge was 
assessed with a questionnaire administered prior to the curriculum and approximately 11 weeks later. 
Children who received the curriculum increased their knowledge for the kind of information included in 
the program, and this knowledge increased significantly compared to the control group of children who 
did not receive the program. 
 
Publication: 
This manuscript is currently under review. 
 
Researchers: 
� David Finkelhor, PhD – Crimes Against Children Research Center, Family Research Laboratory, and 

Department of Sociology, University of New Hampshire 
� Melissa A. Bright, PhD – Anita Zucker Center for Excellence in Early Childhood Studies, University of Florida 
� Mona Sayedul Huq, PhD – Anita Zucker Center for Excellence in Early Childhood Studies, University of Florida 
� M. David Miller, PhD – School of Human Development and Organizational Studies in Education, 

University of Florida 
 
 
 
 

 
In collaboration with Kristi House, a child advocacy center in Miami, Florida, Maureen Kenny of Florida 
International University conducted a study of MBF Child Safety Matters with 2450 minority youth in the 
Miami-Dade school district. Results indicate that children who participated in the Child Safety Matters 
program showed significant gains in knowledge over time regardless of grade or gender. Five children 
disclosed abuse during/after the lessons. Additionally, teachers provided positive feedback about the 
program. 
 
Publication: 
School-Based Abuse Prevention Programming: Implementation of Child Safety Matters with Minority 
Youth. (2022). Child Abuse Review, 31:3. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2742    
� Maureen C. Kenny, PhD – Department of Psychology, Florida International University 
� Haiying Long, PhD – Department of Educational Psychology, University of Kansas 
� Deborah Billings, MA – Kristi House, Miami, Florida 
� Fayeza Malik – School of Medicine, Florida International University 

2022 - Randomized Control Trial: MBF Child Safety Matters® 
 

2022 – External Study: MBF Child Safety Matters® 
 

https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2021.1960458
https://doi.org/10.1002/car.2742

